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INTHECr.ATMS- 

Following is a replacement claim set: 

I. (currently amended) A computer implemented method, comprising- 

maintaining identification for a ^up of decsion-maldng entities in a nxemory device- 

propoJirr^^^'""^^"^^^'^^ 

communicating a query to the plurality of decision-making entities, wherem the query 
includes a description of the proposed action; 

--;^"^-Ponsestothequeryl™mU.ep,u^^^ 
response mcludes an indicator of support for the proposed action; 

detennining the cumulative support ftorn the query responses received- a«d 

addition^^'T"^'^^^ 

.Msupportnece..ar..tor...ht h^ i^umsetno.....,.....„.^^^^ , , 

setpomtrr^T"^^^^^^^ 

2. (^"^«"%amended) The method of claim 1 further nftm«w«,„„ ^ • ■ 

e m nr m oro of tli t a ot it.k^ii HBakjH^^Btities —"-Hx^^s^^igeMe 

provide cuniMlativ. .nppnrf In^. th^ ti;:n~~^^ ' H -respon.. , 

3. (cancelled) 

4. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein ^h^^r,^;^,»,•« * - « 

. ^. • mdication of support is of a type selected from 

qualitative, quantitative, functional or a combination thereof 
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6. (curtenUy amended) ti,.„..,||||,, p , ■ ■ ■ . . , 

n.ahnd .^p^.„. fi«h«-««»f«»«e> A;,,n p, ,,.r,,,,n l,. B et,^ 

latludw a dMrriDiion ii,,; rrurirl nrtinn ^ 

■tetim.WnMhfnirnnl,(ivr.,,nnni1fan,,h.i.,^^-„.-,p,,.,,,,, 

'™"^'«-«»°"**eptea.i^ofdec«i„„.„aki„gcnM 
provdecumulattvcuppon less ttath.,mnta„„,„,pofa, value- "^-'P''-" 

cginmin^eatioH a »tf nid g,,,^ „n fliU c„n„,l„,i„. ^ j^^. 



setpoint 
7. 



(origuial) The method of claim J. further coraprising: 
initiating an intra-group caucus between a plurality of the decision^nafcing entities. 



PAGE 4l13«RCVDAT6l8/2005 2:26:22 PM[EasteniDaylightTiine]'SVR:USPTO{FXIV-1/3'DNIS:S729^^^ 



JUN-08-2005 WED 01:25 PM STREETS & STEELE FAX NO. 713 939 9508 P. 05 



Patent 

Atly. Dkt, No. AOS920010318US! 

(IBM/0014) 

8^ (cun^Uy amended) T*= m«hod of Cain. [(,„ fi. wher^n .^^ 

turther inclurfft.i- ^.n-hn^ rnmri'jr.iu^,. ' 

roquoot inolMdoc tho ptopoaod aoti u n 



applying the wHphtin . fir tor r , eain.t e:>.h ,-n....... 



isjon. 



the plurality of decision-making entities. 

entity that fonnulates the query. 
11. (cancelled) 

.no ludes a ..^ting factor; and wherein the step of detennining the cumulative suppo. inldes 
applying the weighting factor against each indicator of suppoit for the decision. 

13. (currently amended) The tnethod of claim f[5]J 6. further comprising- 

^^;^"^-'^-««-^<^tiontoeachofthepluraUtyofdeclsion-^^^^^^ 
amount of additional support necessary to reach the minimum setpoint. 

14. (original) ^he n.ethod of claim 1, wherein the query responses include weighting factors or 
other crneria relevant to the level of support. Siaciorsor 



15. (currently amended) The method of claim [[13]] 6. fimher 



comprising: 
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16. 



(original) The method of claira I, further comprising: 



~--^^theplural.tyofdedsion-makiBgentitiesforauthorlzationto,^^^^ 
dec.on.fthe,ue^response.proWdecu«.latives«ppon^^^^^^ 

17. (original) Ttie method of claim 1, further comprising: 
obtaining approval or denial to implement the decision. 

method., cnmpnsing. * — 

includes a (l«rri..fonnfth,pp.p ■ „^„„. y!S.a!!Stt 

mmssjD^^ an i„femr ,> f Nippon fo, p ^j^^^^^^^^j^ 

commupicxipg U,. cmutaive ^ppor, to ftepl^Hty of decision-making cn,i.ic. 

SOmmaicMiM a second ,„ery based on ftis emulative support- 
rcocvng .esponsos to the second ,ue,y ih,m the plurality of dccision-maMng end«.s 

whercn each Of the second ^nses include . „viscd indication ofsupport; 

determining a revised cumulative sunnnrf fnr t^-* ^ 
indications of supp„„; and '""^ *^ ""'^ 
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setpoint 



taipl«,c.,i„g decision if «,e revis«i cumulative ^ is g^,„ ^ ^^^^ 



10. («™>yan,ended) Acomputerp,ogramp«,duc.i„c,udi.g tmmmmm^u^iior^ 
«nb<^i«, „„ a computor ,^ab.c .h . m.u^ aio, . o ua , «s«« ..bei^^t^,^ 

" '■'"'■'• "" ' ^ n>ai,ui„ i^ idendficata for a group of dacision-mrtcing 

entities m a memory device; 

niaintaininc inatructiom f oi maintain a c«#«,^;«♦ ,<v„ 

maintam mg a setpomt representmg a minimum cumulative 
support required to implement a proposed action; 

entmes, wherem (he quny iachdea a descriptioi of tte proposed action- 

rnn.i.n,„„ „ l. u .liu. . < W receive i^ responses «, dre ,„ery ftom *e plurality of decision- 
mak,ng ™««, whe^in each response includes an indicator of support for the p,.poscd acUon- 

recdved^^T''*''*''''*^'^^ 

automaticanyrn 



, l«Pt8teaseconrt(inn,,tpth,n,i,n,|i,vofH^„l„„.^,l„.^^ ^^^^^ 
mm^lm^mim^ io .oach th e m.n.^,K n^in, j, |^ . .„,^,.^,. ^ 

•-*'«»««i-^^»«-<i^ automatically inplcnrent ing the decision if the cumulattve 
.uppon ,s greater Utau the ^c^ummt^^,nm,iL^n^^o„ to on> 



20. (currently amended) The corapuler ptogram product of 

coirummicatuig insi 

villi tXUk3 



claim 19, further comprising: 



impose arhjtraHon Hmr>np th^ p ln nlir^ ■ „ r deci.jnn-m.v,-np :f 
provide cumulative snp pnrr .u.^ th^ mini^ ,.^^j„^ 



the query responses 



21. (cancelled) 
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22. (cun^ntly amended) The computer program product of claim 19, further comprising: 

fonnulate a decision of a type selected from qualitative, quantitative 
functional or a combination of decisions thereof 

23. (cuirentlyamended) The computer program product of claim 19, ..*e«H«-^^ 

inc l ud e trau. u Mft iH^4Hs^.,et^^ ^ 
aetwerifs further comp riQinf^- " 

^^'^""^"n'""""" t.°^^ "f".^nlMnli,vof .rn..on.^,w.„„.,^ ^ .,„„_ ^ 

24. (cur-«n.iy.mcnd«i) a^ ^rniTr rPfli.,,, p .. a „. , „ r „i,ii,„ m r, .t...,., ^ 

»r promm rrryluc, ■,,|„.in. „, „ , ,„^ . - 

i^adable „edi„^ .n ^ ,,, ^,, ^^^^^^^ ^ ^^^^ ^ 

the compiitftr tp nerfnrm «t ^s comp risinc- ~ 

maintain identification for n gEOUELof decision-mal^in. ^H... „ -.^nrxjlM^ 

n^taxn a setpoint repr..enrfn, n minimn UiitouEM.,^^ 

BTOposed action; ~ *^ ^ 

a descrintion of the prr,p n<^A c^n^j^. 

4«CTiin« the q i mnlarivr .^..nnon fro^ ,^ 

a.»>m^i,a||vin,pi.ni^Hh.rtrri1rn if,|, , , -m-in, 

.mpo.. arbi««o„ among fte ptora«.y of .eci.ion.«aki„g ™,We, if *e ,„«y „.po„aos 
provide cumulative support 1ms than the minimum selpoint: and 



25. 



(currently amended) Theofclaxm 19. fimher comprising 
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initiate iHg an intra-group caucus between a plurality of the 

decision-making entities. 



26 



(curxentIyan.ended)Thecomputerprogramp™ductofclaim[[,9]]24.^ 
H iifnting in ^ct iou . f o, , ll . ..infi on o of UuMlo nTinn n^nl, |,„ nu.fi, ,u initiate g 
maintain a wei^hrinp fnrlnr for earh nf th. 

annlv th. w..-,...,, ...... ..^.^ ,^(1,, ,1, , j f 

support receTvpd from the conipsnondiiig ri>>..i> ,j .i,,-^^ .^Tih- 

27. (currently amended) The computer program product of claim 26. further comprising- 

ideBft^n ng in s tructio n. f H. identify ieg a query that is formulated by one of the plurality of 
decision-making entities; and 

^ nr itting in.t.-ucilun.4e. transmit tmg the query to the plurahty of dccision-making 
entities. ^ 



28. (original) The computer program product of claim 27. further comprising- 
that fonnulated the query. 

29. (cBxealy^eodad) Thccomp»K,p™gr.mp™dup.„fclai„,[t,91)2iaAe,,Sffl^ 
to r tronomitting an QTn .,f... n,-n ^nrnmnni i -i^i^ n t n g U iii Jpgi t y 

communicate th^ mmul.tivr .nppnrt tn thet.].r.H...rH...-.,-^, mnVinjinitlli,^ 
communicate ^ spcnnd nn.^v baiieri nn t).,-, .u,T,„iariv. cpp^^. 

, ^^^^^^'^^ o"^'-^tot h ..erondnun ryfip mtheph.ra1it, :o _fd_ecis^^^^^^^^ 
each of the .secnnc^ re.spr>n.ses inrlnde a rc^^n.^ r t^..>o tion r^F.„p ,^^; 

^^^^""^^ ^ ^^v'^^^ ^nmul^hve s„ppon for th. ...ond ou^ ,-n...p ..,K,, .. 
indications of supp ort; anrf 

implement the decision if th. revj.M r,m,ulariv. ...p p.. ^ 
setpoint vahift 
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30. 

entities; and 



(cun-entiy amended) THe computer program product of claim 19, further comprising- 
; and ^ 
n p n ^'i ns in ctmai ui i. f u i apply iag the weighting factor for each of the decision-making 
entities against the indication of support received from the coiresponding decision-making entity. 

31. (currently amended) The computer program product of claim 24. further comprising- 

l^^ittin g in ^tru c tion^transmitti^ [[the]] ^ amo^it of additional support necessary to 
reach the minimum setpoint value to each of the pl«ralily of decision-making entities 



(original) The computer proe«mp„,duct of claim 19. wherein the indication of support 



32. 

provides a graduated level of support 



33. (cancelled) 
34. 



(original) The computer program product of claim 19, further comprising- 

«ntmes for authorization to implement the decision if the cjue^ responses provide cumulative 
support greater than the minimum setpoint. 

35. (cun^ndy tended) a>-^«p.«.^«g«,^^„.A»t^|M„. I., f„»li, , uim..i.u,. A 
. onip„.er prof ra m uro^Kt in rl„^ ,n , ,,pp^.^ „^ ^ . ■ - 

aad,ti. me^iiim yh^ i n ,„,^„,„„, ,^ 

the computer to nerfnrm ct.pc comnrisinp > 

n^aintain idgmificatian for . prnnp nf de.i..V>n.n,.L.». , 

m^mtain a s,t pninf r epresenting a mM . mMm cym mativo s^^ppo , r r n uired to ,n.p,^^. . 
proposed ar.HnTv 

^ — H '^'^tYorqmsion-makmPffnlitiR.^s wh^.T them]ftrvmri,,H^ 

a descnpfinn of the p ropng^H «r^^r^.^ 
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receive responsos m the ^nny frn,T. fhr nln, ilitvof deai.in..n.»t..-.p ■^•hrrrinMU. 
response incmdes an i ndicator o f sunnnrt for th. p roposed «i.tinn. 

detennine the n.mulative .simpon froTn the r^cp^^o.. .....y,^. 

■ automatically irnp l^^tth . d ecision if th..,..,..l..-.,.,..^^.^,-„ ,„ ., ^j^^^^ 

t ^n in cm. t ructi on.fu. commmiicate i«g the cumulative response to the plurality of 
decision-making entities; 

fe ^l in p innt nirtin,, , H.. fuu aaUt i.g cominunicate a second query based on this 
cumulative response; 

^ ittinn inctruc t i ou . f u. conununicate i«g second responses from the plurality of 
decxsxon-making ent.Ues. wherein the second responses comprise revised weighting factor.- 

t rnnrmitti ng i u.U u u i o .^ f o . detennine iag the cumulative response to the second'query 
incorporatmg the revised weighting fectore; and 

iniplomonting iixst«etio«s^ implement i«g the decision if the second query responses 
provide cumulative support greater than (he minimion setpoint value. 

36. (original) The metl,od ofclaim 1, wherein one or mo,, of the plurality of decision- 
makmg entities communicates through a personal digital assistant. 

37. (original) The method ofclaim 1. wherein the communications occur over a wireless 
network. 



38. (Original) The method ofclaim I. wherein the communications utili^ instant messaging. 

39. (original) The method ofclaim 1 , further comprising: 

providing a collaboration manager to interface between decision-making entities having 
different computer platforms or applications. 
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